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JANUARY 13, 2022 
WILMETTE, IL 
SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Thursday, January 13, 2022, at the 
Mikaelian Education Center, 615 Locust Road, Wilmette, Illinois.  The meeting was called to order at 
7:02 p.m. with President Amy Poehling presiding. 
 
 
Members Present: Amy Poehling, Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica,  

Erin Stone, Lisa Schneider-Fabes 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Administrators Present: Kari Cremascoli, Corey Bultemeier, Tony DeMonte, Heather Glowacki, 

Katie Lee, Kristin Swanson 
 
Others: Todd Zoellick and Bambi Lockman of Atlantic Research Partners 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
ATLANTIC RESEARCH PARTNERS – SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM EVALUATION 
Dr. Cremascoli introduced Mr. Zoellick and Ms. Lockman of Atlantic Research Partners (ARP), who 
joined the meeting remotely. Atlantic Research Partners had been contracted by the Board of 
Education prior to the COVID-19 pandemic in order to conduct a review and evaluation of District 39 
special education programs and intervention services. ARP’s evaluation was placed on hold in March 
2020 and then delayed due to COVID-19, the team was able to visit schools and conduct their full 
study this past fall.   
 
Mr. Zoellick and Ms. Lockman of Atlantic Research Partners were introduced to present their special 
education evaluation findings.  
 
Mr. Zoellick stated Atlantic Research Partners was engaged to conduct a complete analysis of the 
special education services, structure, and practices at Wilmette Public Schools. The purpose was to 
gather evidence and evaluate current Individualized Education Program (IEP) development procedures, 
documentation, and implementation, as well as measure compliance with Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) regulations and instructional observations for teaching quality in special 
education classrooms. In order to do so, Atlantic Research Partners conducted onsite visits in District 39 
in October and November 2021. 
 
Atlantic Research Partners conducted on-site analysis of current practices and data, staff interviews, 
classroom observations, comparison of existing practices to best practices in special education and 
special education leadership, analysis of the strengths and areas for improvement to accelerate 
academic achievement and comply with all legal requirements for special education. 
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ARP noted District strengths were exceptional financial stability and exceptional personnel. 
Recommendations included developing a special education continuum of services; follow IDEA for 
IEPs and Section 504 plans; augment systems, processes and procedures currently in place for Tiers 1, 
2 and 3; develop a Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS); establish inclusion and co-teaching 
standards; improve Student Services Department communication and visibility; revisit the Student 
Services Coordinator and Behavior Interventionist roles; improve transitions for students from one 
building to another as students’ progress through grade levels. 
 
Board discussion ensued regarding Response to Intervention (RtI) and MTSS, eligibility of students 
based on federal law, continuum of services for education for students as they progress through grade 
levels and through tier levels, students advancing out of special education, District 39 having 
exceptional psychologists and social workers and staff, administration having accomplished so much 
including having conducted a revised strategic plan along with working through a pandemic to keep 
classrooms open daily during the pandemic.  Board members and administration thanked ARP for their 
evaluation and looked forward to continuing the work going forward. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
On a roll call vote on the motion, voting “yea” Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica, 
Lisa Schneider-Fabes, Erin Stone, Amy Poehling; voting “nay” – none; absent – none: Motion 
Carried.  
 
Being no further business, Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to adjourn the special meeting 
of the Board of Education at 9:00 p.m. by Roll Call Vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
President     Secretary 


